
Kingitanga Flag Raising: 
  
Tuesday 3rd June our Matariki kaupapa was initiated by the Kingitanga Flag Raising ceremony as 
pertaining to the Tikanga (protocols) and Kawa (etiquette) of Tainui Waka. 
 

Kaumatua from Mana-whenua 
Te Waiohua, Pukaki Ki Te Aki 
Tai as well as Kaumatua 
tautoko Te Marae o Manurewa 
Bobby Clarke carried out the 
karakia Of Te Pai-Marire, the 
official Karakia of King 
Tuheitia to Launch Manurewa 
Marae Matariki month. Bobby 
was assisted in this process by 
members of the BOT of 
Manurewa Marae. 

 
We decided as a whanau of Manurewa Marae that it was important to our Matariki kaupapa that we 
begin with the Kingitanga Flag Raising Ceremony to show our support for the Kingitanga Kaupapa, and 
in particular Kingitanga Poukai. We were very fortunate in securing the services of Kaumatua Bobby 
Clarke who carried out the Pai-Marire Karakia for the flag raising ceremony.   
 
The history and significance behind utilising the raising of 
the Kingitanga Flag to initiate our Matariki Kaupapa was to in 
the first instance remember our Maori Queen Te Arikinui Te 
Atairangi-Kaahu passing and secondly to begin a process of 
flying this particular flag whenever we have visitors to 
our Marae.  
 
The Kingitanga flag utilised on this occasion was gifted by Te 
Arikinui Te Atairangi-Kaahu to Manurewa Marae some ten 
years ago, hence another reason why we felt that this 
was an appropriate and significant event for us to begin 
our Matariki Kaupapa with. This flag was in the possession 
of one of the whanau from the Marae for this period of time 
and was brought back to the marae when we had a special 
day to bring back the taonga that belonged to our Marae.   
 
Invited to participate in this flag raising kaupapa were all the Tauira from Te Whare Kura o Manurewa, 
where the kaumatua explained the relevance and significance behind the Tikanga (protocol) and Kawa 
(etiquette) not only of the Kingitanga movement but also around connections and links into Matariki that 
the Kingitanga follows.  
 
 



In getting the feedback from the Tauira it was evident that they certainly appreciated the sharing of 
knowledge and information to the extent that they would certainly be including a lot of korero that was 
shared with them in their daily school workload and assignments.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


